	Know how: Modern slavery and human trafficking



What is modern slavery and human trafficking?

[bookmark: _Int_H1ObdK2e]Modern slavery is defined as the recruitment, movement, harbouring or receiving of children, women or men through the use of force, coercion, abuse of vulnerability, deception or other means for the purpose of exploitation by the Modern Slavery Act. It is a serious form of abuse and a safeguarding concern.
Human trafficking is one form of modern slavery. It involves recruiting, moving or keeping someone through violence or coercion to exploit them. This does not have to involve travel across borders; trafficking can happen entirely within the UK.
Modern slavery can affect adults and children, including people born in the UK and people from overseas. It can take place in everyday settings, such as workplaces, private homes or community spaces, as well as in more hidden or isolated situations.

Types of exploitation

People experiencing modern slavery may be exploited in different ways:

· Labour exploitation: People being made to work in unsafe or unfair conditions, often for little or no pay, and unable to leave
· Domestic servitude: People being controlled and exploited within a private household, such as being forced to cook, clean or provide care without choice or pay
· Sexual exploitation: People being pressured, coerced or forced into sexual activity, including through prostitution or pornography
· Criminal exploitation: People being forced or pressured to commit crimes, such as theft, fraud or drug-related activity, for someone else’s benefit
· Forced marriage: Where a person is pressured, threatened or coerced into a marriage without their free and informed consent. Forced marriage is fundamentally different from arranged marriage and can occur in any cultural context. 




Signs and indicators of modern slavery

Indicators may not be obvious. People experiencing exploitation may appear fearful, withdrawn or unable to speak freely. Other signs you might see include: 
Someone always being accompanied or spoken for by another person
Limited freedom of movement or restricted contact with others
Not being in control of or having access to their identity documents or money
Appearing frightened, anxious or submissive in group or public settings 
Signs of physical neglect, exhaustion or poor living conditions
Working long hours with little or no pay
In public settings, such as church operated foodbanks, someone may appear closely monitored or coached by another person, show reluctance to speak for themselves, or seem unusually dependent on the individual accompanying them. This may suggest limited control over their own circumstances and could indicate exploitation.

What to do 

If you have concerns that you or someone you know is being stalked or harassed, report this concern to the police or local authority.

Guidance on indicators
· Home Office- Modern Slavery Awareness and victim identification guidance
· The Salvation Army – Spot the signs
· Home Office- How to identify and support victims 

Reporting and referral pathways
Modern Slavery Helpline (24/7)
Online reporting (UK Government)
National Referral Mechanism (NRM) information and first responder guidance

Further information and support
NSPCC – Child trafficking and modern slavery
Modern Slavery Act 2015 (UK legislation)
Understanding modern slavery | The Clewer Initiative

